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I attended the District Training session held in 

September for new officers, and our District Deputy 

Milt Cowan read a message that I have taken the 

liberty of making some minor changes to fit our 

Knight News.  It reflects why we are Knights, and our 

history from the eyes of Father McGivney.  So I am 

giving my space to him. 

Perhaps if Father McGivney were to write this article 

he would say something like this: 

 

When Brothers O’Connor Driscoll, Mullen Kerrigen 

Colwell, Geary and myself constituted the Knights of 

Columbus in 1882 we had no idea how widespread 

our influence would be felt.  Our desire to assist our 

parish families and promote education, charitable, 

religious, social welfare, war relief and welfare and 

public relief work seemed very right for St. Mary’s 

but as it progressed with the resistance of the time in 

which we were living, I don’t feel any of us would 

have hoped for our ideas to be taken to fifteen 

countries and that more than 1.8 million men would 

have thrown their support, and that of their families, 

behind our vision. 

 

You, who have joined Mary Mother of God Council 

to carry out our work, have never met us.  We are just 

names from the past and yet the principles of 

Christian caring and love live on in all of you.  We, 

the original six, thank you for extending our vision.  

Over a century has passed since Columbianism came 

to Canada, a place that aided my education.  The 

proof that our movement could be international in 

scope was proven when the Knights came to Montreal 

in 1897.   

 

If I was to leave you with a message to take forward 

into the fraternal year, it would be for me to ask you 

to remember that as we started the order we too ran 

into barriers in parishes, communities, from lay 

people and more prevalent and vocal than you are 

experiencing today, and from our own members.  

However, we overcame these challenges by simply 

recalling our goals to serve our community, church, 

council youth and families for the greater glory of 

God.  We placed God as our guide and our religion as 

our strength and although many years have passed 

since our order was founded in 1882, you, whom we 

have never met, are still ministering to the people.  

Therefore, remember, if it is right, it will overcome, 

despite all odds.  It just takes time. 

 

Remember, although we have never met, I am with 

you in Spirit.  When in doubt or need, ask for my 

intervention and hopefully with God’s help we will 

find an answer.  God bless you and help you to 

continue to grow the order of the Knights of 

Columbus. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Robert Castonguay-Grand Knight 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Grand Knight’s Message 
Robert Castonguay G.K. 

** Important Date Change ** 

Please note our General Meeting 

is Tuesday October 21
st
 7:30 pm 
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                         In the past 5 years since I have 

become a Knight of Columbus, joining as a Charter 

member of Mary Mother of God Council 14446, I 

have noticed that we have spectrum of engagement 

from the men within our Council. We have those 

Knights who are always connected, committed, and 

visible within our Parish community all the way 

through to those who may have paid dues in the past, 

but are not attending meetings, not engaging with 

Council events and activities and not responding to 

the calls for assistance and help. To those who always 

give, thank you. To those who sit back and watch and 

think they have done enough, don’t have time enough 

or are not good enough to join our effort, this note is 

for you. Will the 40 odd men who are on our roster 

but remain silent, disconnected and invisible, even 

read this newsletter? 

  

We are all busy in our lives, with work, family and 

other extracurricular activities requiring our time, our 

energy or our mind space. We, as humans, are 

inherently selfish, greedy, lazy and inert. It is only 

through the grace of God that we find our purpose, 

our way and our truth. We “live” our calling, not in 

front of a television or computer screen, not numbing 

ourselves by ingesting liquids, pills or vapours, not by 

turning our backs on those within our community in 

need, but by every right word, kind action and every 

moment we spend participating in a charitable deed. 

Why did you become a Knight of Columbus? 

  

We are a Catholic organization that works for others; 

in the service and support of others. If you are truly a 

Knight of Columbus in your heart, then here is your 

call to “arms” and your call to engage in Charity. Our 

community needs your help – to aid those in need. 

Our children need your help – to act as role models 

and guides. Our schools need your help – to put 

Catholic purpose, inspiration, messaging and example 

front and centre in the eyes of student who are faced 

with an increasingly secularized and satanized 

curriculum. Our Parish needs your help – to 

expeditiously pay down its enormous debt and 

continue to reach out and serve a growing population. 

  

As Knights of Columbus at Mary Mother of God 

Church, our October events include the Right to Life 

events in and around Mary Mother of God Church the 

weekend of Oct 4
th

and 5
th

 and our Recruitment 

weekend on October 18
th

 and 19
th

. Please consider 

helping with the sale of the Roses for Life this coming 

weekend. Join with us at the Right to Life Barbeque. 

Come and stand along Trafalgar Road and Dundas 

during the Life Chain. Talk to one of your own 

friends about becoming a Knight. Be visible. Live 

your Catholicism. Help us in our service to others. Be 

a living and breathing Knight of Columbus! 
  

And to those who ask “why do we do this?”; the 

answer is simple: so that we may enjoy the reward of 

a life well spent, an eternity in the Kingdom of God. 
  
Vivat Jesus 
David Fisher 
Deputy Grand Knight 
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October Reflection: 

 

Being Thankful 

 

A thankful spirit is a healthy spirit and is at the very heart of Christianity. As the twists and turns of life lead to 

feelings of being out of control, sometimes our attitude is all that we have control over. Sometimes life is all about 

how we look at things. 

 

I am thankful for… 

 

The mess to clean after a party because it means I have been surrounded by friends. 

 

The taxes I pay because it means that I am employed. 

 

A lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning and gutters that need fixing because it means I have a 

home. 

 

My shadow who watches me work because it means I am out in the sunshine. 

 

The spot I find a the far end of the parking lot because it means I am capable of walking. 

 

All the complaining I hear about our government because it means we have freedom of speech. 

 

My huge heating bill because it means I am warm. 

 

The lady behind me in church who sings off key because it means I can hear. 

 

The alarm that goes off early in the morning hours because it means that I am alive. 

 

The piles of laundry and ironing because it means my loved ones are nearby. 

 

Weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day because it means I have been productive. 

 

Let us all be especially thankful that we are members of the “Knights of Columbus Family”. Let us also give thanks 

for the privilege of working together to serve our God, our families, our Church, and our community. 
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Mary Mother of God Council 14446 
2745 North Ridge Trail, Oakville, Ontario, L6H 7A3 

 http://www.kofc14446.ca 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

Knights of Columbus are Catholic gentlemen committed to the exemplification of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, 
Patriotism and the defense of the priesthood. The Order is consecrated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Order is 
unequivocal in its loyalty to the Pope, the Vicar of Christ on earth. It is firmly committed to the protection of human 
life, from conception to natural death, and to the preservation and defense of the family. It was upon these bedrock 
principles that the Order was founded by Father Michael J. McGivney over a century ago and our Order remains 
true to them today. 

Council Executive 2014 - 2015 

Chaplain Fr. John Van Hees  

Grand Knight Robert Castonguay  

Deputy Grand Knight David Fisher  

Chancellor Rory Facca  

Recorder Jim Eichenberg  

Treasurer Tony Karkheck  

Advocate Tony Saturno  

Warden Frank D’Aurora  

Inside Guard Norbert Lee  

Outside Guard Bingo Rivera  

Trustee 2014 Stephen Germann  

Trustee 2015 Ron Kwapis  

Trustee 2016 Brendan Wall  

Financial Secretary Gabe Kovacs  

Lecturer Joe Luciani  

Membership Director David Hinca  

   

 
Communications Officer Ron Civitarese   
Knight News Editor  Tony Saturno    
Website Editor  David Fisher    
Financial Benefits Adviser Mario Rodriguez  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org 

 

 

Mailing Address      Meeting Locations 

Knights of Columbus      Mary Mother of God Church 

Mary Mother of God Council 14446   2741 North Trail Ridge   

PO Box 40014      Oakville Ontario L6H 5N9 

Oakville Ontario      

L6H 0E9 

 

Council Web Site  http://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=14446 

 

 

http://www.kofc14446.ca/
mailto:mario.rodriguez@kofc.org
http://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=14446
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Council 14446 SERVICE PROGRAMS – 2014 / 2015 
Service Program Director: David Fisher, DGK 

  

Church Program Director – Angelo Spadafora 
Date    Program     Chair 
    Parish Assistance    Manuel Medeiros 
January 1/2015  Parish New Years Day Breakfast  Milt Cowan 
    Keep Christ in Christmas   Frank D’Aurora 
     Rosary Sunday – Martyrs Shrine Midland Milt Cowan 
    Vocations – Seminarian Support (RSVP) Rory Facca 
    K of C Retreat    Joe Luciani / David Fisher 

Community Program Director – Tom Schramm 
Date    Program     Chair 
 
Start December   K of C Charity Raffle   Jim Eichenberg 
    Seniors Outreach (Northridge)   Open 
March 28, 2015  Spring Dinner & Dance   Tom Schramm 
November 11, 2014  Remembrance Day Parade   Grand Knight 
May 9 & 10 2015  Spring Plant Sale    Mark Miziolek 
Ongoing   Pennies 4 Heaven    Brendan Wall 
    Habitat For Humanity   Milt Cowan 

Council Program Director – Ron Civitarese 
Date    Program     Chair 
  
    Installation of Officers   Grand Knight 
    Pasta/Pizza with the Pastor   Ron Civitarese 
June 28, 2015                  Awards Dinner    Rob Castonguay 
    Founders Day Mass    Milt Cowan, DD  
Nov 11, 2014                                  Memorial Mass    Milt Cowan, DD 
January, April   Council Meeting Dinners   Grand Knight 
                   Awards & Recognition   John Murphy 
    Car Wash and BBQ    Frank D’Aurora 

Family Program Director – Bob Dorey 
Date    Program     Chair 
  
Monthly   Sick & Deceased Notifications      * Open 
As requested by Pastor  Funeral Assistance    Ron Civitarese 
    Widows Assistance    Bob Dorey 
    Visitation of Sick    Bob Dorey 
Dec 7, 2014                  Family Christmas Dinner   Rob Castonguay 
    Pub Trivia Night    John Murphy 
October - June  School Breakfast Program   Ron Civitarese 
October - June  All Star Reading Student Mentoring  Joe Luciani 
                    Scholarships    Joe Luciani 
    Ladies Appreciation    Open 
 

Youth Program Director – Mario Peluso 
Date    Program     Chair 
Jan 23, 2015                                  Basketball Free Throw Championship  Frank D’Aurora 
    Columbian Squires Circle   David Fisher 
    Substance Abuse Poster Contest  Tony Karkheck/Tony Zimbalatti 
                                   Good Friday OCYO Walk    Milt Cowan 
Dec 11, 2014                   Hockey Blast    Mario Peluso / Vince Farano 
    Special Olympics    Bingo Rivera / Norbert Lee  
                                                        Soccer Challenge    Norbert Lee / Steve Germann 
 

Pro-Life Program Director – Iskander Massis 
Date    Program     Chair 
 
May 9/10 2015                  Roses for Life    Ken Lesperance 
October 6   Respect Life Sunday Mass & BBQ  Pio Gomes / Rob Castonguay  
October 6   Oakville Life Chain    Pio Gomes 
    National March for Life – Ottawa  Steve Germann 
October - November  Oakville 40 Days for Life   Steve Germann 
Ongoing   Euthanasia Awareness   Ron Gauthier 
 

Highlighted Items Need Volunteers or your attendance. 
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A message from your Charity Committee: 

 

At September's General Council Meeting, the Annual Structured Charity Vote was held for this fraternal year, to determine the 

charities that will receive disbursements by the North Oakville Knights Catholic Charities.  

  

Results of the vote are outlined below, with amounts: 

 

Gold Supported Charity $2,000 
Saint Vincent de Paul 
(charity received most votes) 

Silver Supported Charity $1,500 
Ian Anderson House 
(charity received 2

nd
 most votes) 

Bronze Supported Charity $500 
Halton Pro-Life 
(charity received 3

rd
 most votes - tied) 

Bronze Supported Charity $500 
The Good Sheppard 
(charity received 3

rd
 most votes - tied) 

Bronze Supported Charity $500 
Oakville Fareshare Food Bank 
(charity received 5

th
 most votes 

Total $5,000  

 Description of the selected Charities: 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay catholic organization whose mission is:  • To live the Gospel message • by 

serving Christ in the poor • with love, respect, justice and joy. 

  

Ian Anderson House 

Ontario's first in-resident cancer hospice offers, without charge, quality end-of-life palliative care in a home-like 

setting to individuals diagnosed with terminal cancer and a limited life expectancy. 

  

Halton Pro-Life 
Halton Pro-Life is a charitable organization dedicated to promoting a culture of life in our community, connecting 

people with unplanned pregnancy to resources and educating youth on core life issues. 

  

The Good Sheppard 
Good Shepherd assists thousands of people every year with emergency programs that provide the basic necessities of 

life such as food and shelter and rehabilitative programs that offer guidance, give hope and restore dignity.  We serve 

troubled youth, abused women and children, the dying, the mentally and physically challenged, the hungry and the 

homeless. Our ultimate goal is to support people through crisis and assist them in reestablishing healthy and 

productive lives in the community. Our services are free of cost and are available to anyone in need. 

  

Oakville Fareshare Food Bank 
We are a non-profit organization run entirely by volunteers, and have been helping the needy families of Oakville 

since 1988. We currently serve 350 to 400 families (approx. 1,200 people) per month.  The bulk of our food comes 
from Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas food drives, and on-going donations from churches, schools, businesses and 

supermarket donation bins 
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Your 2015 Charity Committee: 

         Rory Facca – Chancellor & Charity Committee Chair 

         David Fisher – Deputy Grand Knight 

         Tony Karkheck – Treasurer 

         Ron Kwapis – Trustee 

         Ken Dew – Appointed 

The purpose of the Mary Mother of God Council 14446 Charity Committee is to provide support and direction to 

Council 14446 and North Oakville Catholic Knights Charities Inc (NOCKC). 
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Pro-Life Program Report 
 

Roses For Life – Oct 4
th

 & 5
th

  

We held another successful Roses for Life program 
on the weekend of Oct 4th and 5th.  

Through generous donations from our parishioner we 
were able to collect a total of $669.46 toward Pro Life 
organizations.  

After a payment of $216 for the 600 roses we 
purchased our net proceeds were $453.46. This is a 
great contribution we can make toward Pro Life 
organizations.  

A sincere thank you to the following Brothers for helping 
collect donations before and after our three masses: 
Brothers John Murphy and Ken Dew at the 5.00 PM, 
Brothers Ron Civitarese, Manuel Medeiros and Bob 
Dorey at the 9:00 AM and Brothers David Hinca, Mario 
Peluso,  Mark Miziolek and Angelo Spadofora at the 11.00 
AM. 

Ken Lesperance 
Chair - Roses For Life 

Right to Life BBQ – Oct 5
th

  

Feeding our parishioner’s Sunday October 5
th

 after 

11:00 mass was indeed a pleasure.  Many stayed and 

enjoyed the beautiful October day and contributed to 

our Right to Life cause.   

A special thanks to our Brother Knights who helped 

make this a special event, Brother’s Jim Eichenberg, 

Bingo Rivera, Steve Germann, Manny Mederios, and 

others who I may of forgot participated.  Thank you to 

our Deputy Grand Knight for setting up your sound 

system, and arranging for the music.   A special 

thanks to Bishop Paul F Reding Assembly Honour 

Guard for adding to the occasion at mass. 

A very special thanks to two young and talented men, 

Dimo Ayoub and his friend Alex, who not only 

entertained us with fabulous music, but also made a 

substantial donation to the cause. 

Close to $300 was raised at this event after expenses. 

Our Charity Committee will be deciding on which 

Right to Life organization will benefit from both these 

events. 

Life Chain Oct 5
th

  

Many participated, estimates over 80 individuals lined 
up in prayer at the corner of Dundas and Trafalgar 
from 2:30 to 3:30.  Many more need to show their 
support for life at all stages, please consider 
spending an hour at the 40 Days for Life campaign 
happening at Oakville Hospital. 
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Pastoral Letter for Life, Fall 2014 Most Reverend 

Douglas Crosby 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ in the Hamilton 

Diocese, 

Each year on the first Sunday in October, LIFE 

CHAIN invites church communities in cities and 

towns across North America to stand on a designated 

local sidewalk and pray for life. This year, on October 

5th, thousands of people will hold signs as a reminder 

that abortion is harmful to all those involved, in 

particular mothers and children. In silence and prayer, 

people will stand in solidarity, a reminder of the 

absolute value of all life. 

Life is precious – a simple statement with profound 

meaning. For those of us who view the world through 

eyes of faith, it is easy to understand the value of life 

because we know each person is created in the image 

and likeness of God. Each is precious and worthy 

because we are His, whether young or old, healthy or 

sick, famous or not! 

So what does it mean for us to know that life is 

precious? It means we are beloved since we are God's 

children, valued because Jesus paid the ultimate price 

in dying for our sins and unique, since every person is 

created distinct from all others. God knows and loves 

us even before we are born. 

We live in communion as members of the one body of 

Christ. We are the Church and, as Pope Francis said at 

a recent general audience, "By illuminating our path 

with the light of the Gospel and by sustaining us with 

the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, the Church 

nurtures us throughout life. This nourishment enables 

us to "choose the good," to be "vigilant against evil 

and deceit," and "overcome the difficult moments of 

life with courage and hope." 

We who are precious in His sight are called to choose 

life, at times with courage and hope. We are called, as 

Pope Francis reminds us, to be vigilant against those 

who suggest that not every life is worthy of protection 

and that some are more valuable than others. Living 

in communion with all our brothers and sisters means 

caring for those who are vulnerable, insisting that 

every human person, - young or old, strong or weak, 

born or unborn – must be valued and protected. 

Whatever the age or stage of a person's life, or their 

physical or mental capacity, they are precious to God 

and so they must be precious to us. 

So I ask each of you to pray for life, today and every 

day. I ask you to consider participating in the 40 Days 

for Life campaign happening in various areas of the 

Diocese until November 2nd. I also ask you to 

consider contributing your time, talent or monetary 

donation to a prolife agency to aid them in their 

important mission, be it education, advocacy or 

practical care. Together we can encourage our world 

to appreciate the value of life. 

In the words of Pope Francis, "Caring for life from 

the beginning to the end - what a simple thing, what a 

beautiful thing...So, go forth and don't be discouraged. 

Care for life. It's worth it." 

Sincerely in Christ and Mary Immaculate, 

(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, 

OMI Bishop of Hamilton 
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8
TH

  ANNUAL MARIAN CUP 

OAKVILLE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Hosted by Marian Council #3881 
 

Saturday, November 22
nd

, 2014 

 
 

Marian council will host the 8
th

 annual MARIAN CUP curling bonspiel at the Glendale Golf and Country 

Club in Hamilton, on Saturday, November 22
nd

, 2014.  The field will be made up of 6 visiting council teams 

and 6 teams from Oakville’s Marian Council #3881. The first 6 visiting teams to register and pay will be in. 

Entry Fee is $240 per team.  Fee includes morning coffee and donuts, 3-six end games, lunch and hopefully a 

trip to the prize table.  (ITEMS FOR THE PRIZE TABLE GREATFULLY ACCEPTED) 

Congratulation to 2013 winners: Cardinal Wyszynski Council, #9296, Toronto. 

 

Times and schedule to follow. 

 

 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Gabe Salavatore at: gabesalvatore@gmail.com
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   Our New Web Site has started – Check it out - 
 

http://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=14446  
 

Soon you will be able to access using www.kofc14446.ca  but not quite yet. 

Updates will happen often so check it frequently.   

What’s new? 

 Program Directors can update the site with information on their programs. 

 Knights can submit their own Prayer Request 

 Everyone can update their own information, including email address, phone number and 

picture. 

 Easy to sign up for Programs, such as Hockey Blast, Basket Ball Free Throw. 

 Less work on one over-worked Deputy Grand Knight to keep our site up-to-date. 

A lot more information coming, but we need and appreciate your feedback. 
                                                                                                       
 

 
 

 

 
 

http://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=14446
http://www.kofc14446.ca/
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Grand Knight Challenge 
 

On September 28th I put on a pair of Pink High Heel shoes in support of Halton Women’s Place 

http://haltonwomensplace.com  

Mission: Halton Women’s Place will provide a safe haven, information, and education to support a future without 

abuse for women and their children. 

Vision: To be a gateway to safety, support and a future without abuse for her and her children. 

Values: Halton Women’s Place will: 

1. Make emergency shelter and/or crisis services accessible to all abused women and their dependent children. 

2. Provide crisis services and information to women and children living in the shelter and in the community at 

large. 

3. Provide non-judgemental, empathetic crisis counselling for all abused women and their dependent children. 

4. Design and implement strategies to inform and empower abused women and their dependent children to make 

decisions about their safety, rights and options. 

5. Design and implement strategies to promote and provide public education to end violence against women and 

children 

Operating two shelters in the Halton area they need our Support.  The Challenge is extended to both Oakville 

Councils to participate September 27, 2015 and to raise over $10,000 together. 

 

   

 
 
 

http://haltonwomensplace.com/
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October Birthdays 
 

 
 

To our Birthday Boys for the month of October 
we extend the Council’s very best wishes: 

 
 

1-Bingo Rivera 
6-Stephen Germann 

13-Joao Dias 
13-Eduardo Granda 

14-Ron Gauthier 
15-John Steinhubl 
17- Gordon Rivera 

22-Ashley Solomon 
24-David Fisher 

 

 
 
 
 

If we missed you, please let the editor know and our records will be updated. 
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Please Remember to Pray for: 

The members and families of the Knights of Columbus have asked us to remember 

the following persons in our prayers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please Remember to Pray for: 

 
David Cook –requested by Brother John Murphy 
David Hospital – Squire Sir Knight Nathaniel Haynes Squire 
Nathon Galoni -  

Joseph Civitarese (brother of Br. Ron Civitarese )   
 
Please continue to pray for the following; 

Brother Daniel Foran Council 14446 
Janice Whittaker (Mother of Bro. Chris Whittaker and Wife of Deacon James Whittaker) 
Anthony Salvatore (Son of Bro. Gabe Salvatore) 

 

 

 

 
The members and families of the Knights of Columbus have asked us to remember the following persons in our 
prayers: 

 
"O God, You who are the only source of health and healing, the Spirit of calm and the 
central peace of this universe, grant to them such a consciousness of Your indwelling 
and surrounding presence that they may permit You to give them health and strength 
and especially peace at this time, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen." 
 

 
Please pray for the Brothers and family members, who have passed away: 
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 ~ October 2014 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
Roses for Life 

at Mass 

5  
Roses for Life 

at Mass 

Right to Life 

BBQ 

LIFE CHAIN 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
Thanksgiving 

Day 

14  
Executive 

Meeting 

7:30pm 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  

General Meeting 

7:30 pm 
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
Municipal Election 

Please  

VOTE 
 

28 

 
29  
 

30  
Last Day for 

submissions to 

KNews 

31  
 

Notes: 
Nov 11th 7:00pm 
Memorial Mass 
MMOG 

 


